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Heat, haze 
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plagued area in July 


By John Oliver 
and Bill Gustin 
ISU Climatic Station 


Though most Wabash Valley resi- 
dents. anticipate heat and humidity 
in July, few people were prepared 
for the weather in the latter part of 
July 1983. Last month — the 11th 
hottest July on record — the tem- 
perature reached or exceeded 90 
moos for 17 days in a row (July 
8-24). 

This mark was last reached dur- 
ing July 1980 and has not been 
exceeded since July 1940. 

Also, the temperature reached or 
exceeded 100 degrees on five con- 
secutive days (July 19-23). This had 
not occurred since the hottest July 
on record, July 1936. 

As a result, the average daily high 
temperature (92.5 degrees) tied for 
the second highest on record with 
July 1934 and 1955. 

In spite of the warm days, the 
average monthly temperature was 
cooler than July 1982. Though the 
average temperature was 4.7 
degrees above normal; the monthly 
average temperature, 80.3 degrees, 
was actually .2 degrees cooler than 
July 1982. 

In early July. several days of 
record-low temperatures lowered 
the monthly average. Even though 
the daily high average was almost 2 
degrees hotter this July than last, 
the average low .was almost 3 
degrees cooler. 


Е 

Аза result, the range between the 
high and low daily temperatures 
was an unusually large 24.4 degrees 
— the third largest on record. 

Last month, five records were 
either tied or broken. Record-low 
daily temperatures were set July 6 
with 49 degrees and July 7 with 51 
degrees. The record high — i00 
degrees — on July 19 tied with that 
date in 1930, and the record 101 
degrees July 20 tied with the same 
day in 1934. 

Of immediate concern to crop 
growers was the relative lack of 
precipitation. Compared to other 
locations in the general area, the 
Indiana State University station had 
an ample supply with 3.73 inches 
being recorded. This is only .67 inch 
below normal for July. 

But measurable rain fell on only 
six days, and on three of them the 


amount was .07 inch or less. If the | 


rainfall amounts from July 3 and 30 
were combined (3.03 inches), it 
would account for 80 percent of the 
total July rainfall. 

Many areas had scarcely an inch 
of rain. Some local areas reported 
no rain since June. This may have а 
significant impact on crop yields. 
Some areas in Indiana may have a 


ма э 


50 percent drop in their yield from | 


corn and other crops. 
Conditions experienced last 
month were associated with the 


nationwide heat wave that began | 


: prior to the middle of July. By the 


end of the month the on-off heat | 


wave was blamed for at least 183 
heat-related deaths. 
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Early morning ісе storm 
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creates havoc for area 


By ROB SHAW 
Staff Writer 

A winter storm warning was expected to be issued for 
central Indiana this afternoon after a wide band of freezing 
rain swept through the area, causing at least four school 
buses loaded with children to become stranded on county 
roads. 

Two buses were stranded on Old Paris Road by 

Bennett’s Lane in West Terre Haute, according to a 
spokesman for the Vigo County Sheriff's Department. 
2 “They went sideways across the road," the spokesman 
said. Children from the pair of buses were taken to the 
West Terre Haute Police Department ''to get them out of 
the weather," he added. 

Another VCSC bus slid “сговвуғаув” on the Otter Creek 
Bridge and another did the same in Honey Creek on the Old 
Sullivan Road, according to Jerry Stateler, Indiana State 
Police detective. 

‘We've got troopers at both locations," Stateler said. 
“Ав soon аз we get them turned around, they'll be on their 
way.’ 

Vigo County School Corp. schools were in session today, 
but Clay, and Southwest and Northeast Sullivan were 
among neighboring county schools who chose to close their 
doors. 

City buses were running on the ice-glazed roads without 
.much trouble, according to Jay Mitchell, head of the 
transportation department, but some were running a bit 

behind schedule. The East Wabash and West Terre Haute 
routes were restored to their half-hour schedule as 
planned, Mitchell said. 

Both: state alice a 
"along»with: 


officials — m Ам. 


d inedia department officials — 


orning handling more 


than two dozen minor nfopert damage accidents. 
Only one accident — at the intersection of Park and 
Fruitridge avenues — resulted in injuries, Stateler said. In 
«that mishap, a small child suffered a bloody nose. 
cj A spokeswoman for the Sullivan County Sheriff's De- 
Qu 
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partment said that six semi-tractor trailers collided on the 
icy pavement of U.S. 41 near the Sullivan bypass. Only four 
of those trucks were damaged and по injuries were 
reported. 

Another semi jack-knifed off U.S. 41 just north of 
Indiana 154, according to reports. 

The troubles began in the Terre Haute area at about 6 
a.m. today, as the band of freezing rain spread northward 
over the Hoosier state. 

Temperatures hovering around the freezing mark 
created nothing but problems as the rain fell and froze as 
soon as it hit the pavement, said Walt Stirm, agriculture 
meteorologist with the ота Weather Service at 
Purdue University. 

A traveler’s advisory was in effect for central Indiana 
at about 10 a.m. today, but Stirm said he expected a winter 
storm warning to be issued. Stirm said state police were 
reporting a %-inch ice buildup on central Indiana roads. _ 

“On south, it’s pretty bad on through Kentucky," Sti 
said. “Тһе temperatures are ranging from 27 to 28 degrees 
to about 31 degrees." 

The culprit for all the freezing precipitation was a low 
pressure system in southern Mississippi which spread its 
moisture up into the Midwest, Stirm said. That moisture 
then collided with extremely cold air slipping down from 
Canada to create the hazardous conditions. 

The mixture of sleet, snow and freezing rain was 
expected to continue through Saturday, Stirm said. ‘‘It’s 
gonna be mixed at times because the WM Н aloft 
are creeping up just a bit. wy 


“You can have all three kinds of precipitation i ina cloud, 
so it ma we of interestin, 


ning handling more A terane was еве 


using this morning to describe the situation. They called it’ 
"BAD." 


“They’re not too good," Jerry Lindsay, state highway 
superintendent, said of the roads. ‘‘We’ve got all available 
equipment ош.” 
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Ву BENJAMIN MOULTON 
Climatic Station 
Indiana State University 

January behaved like December by 
continuing the mildness of this 
season’s winter and also proved 
almost the opposite of January 1982. 

No record daily high temperatures 
were broken and likewise no record 
low temperatures occurred. The high 
for the month was 55 degrees Fahfen- 
heit and the low was 13 degrees. What 
is generally considered the coldest 
month of the year had only seven days 
averaging below freezing, and the 
warmest day averaged 43.5 degrees. 
The month averaged 33.3 degrees 
compared to last January’s average 


of 22.9 degrees. 


The best results of the warmer 
conditions are found in the records of 
degree days. In January 1982 we had 
1,304, but in January 1983 we had only 
983. If it were not for increases in fuel 
costs, January 1983 would have been 
considerably easier оп the fuel 
budget. 


anuary mili 
almost opposite of 1982 


5 FEB 6 1983 


This was the warmest January 
since 1953, in contrast to the coldest 
January (1977) which averaged 9.9 
degrees. 

January precipitation in the record 
has ranged from excessive to much 
less than the .79 inches received this 
year, but January averages 2.27 in- 
ches or about three times what we 
received this year. 

Although January usually is cold 
and snowy, less than an inch of snow 
fell (mostly on the 22nd and 23rd). 
The average snowfall in January is 
5.3 inches. 

January did have a couple of haz- 
ards. Wind velocities were recorded 
as high or excessive on eight days, 
most of which were before the 21st. 
The other hazard was the ice storm 
on the 21st of the month. 

Except for the adverse effects of an 
ice storm, there wasn't much wrong 
in January — little snow; little rain, 
little cold, little winter, lots of cloudi- 
ness — except for winter sports which 
was disastrous. 
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recorded in warm F acti iy 


By BENJAMIN MOULTON 
Climatic Station 
Indiana State University 

February was another of a series of warm winter 
months. 

If the traditional concept of winter in our latitude is 
represented by the three months of December, January 
and February. we have had the warmest winter in many 
vears. 

Not only have the three months been far above 
average. but every month since last September has 
recorded fewer heating degree days than normal. In 
using that measurement of heating degree days. we 
have accumulated 2.430 degree days since September. 
We could normally expect another 1.000-1.500 to com- 
plete the heating degree day season. In either possi- 
bility. it would mean we have experienced or will 
experience about 65-70 percent of the normal number of 
degree days in the winter and about 55 percent of the 
degree days. of the very cold 1977-78 winter season. 


ewer heating degree days | 


If energy costs had not increased in the last six 
winters and all other factors being equal, your Febru- 
ary heating bill should be about,60-65 percent of what it 
was for the same period in 1978. However, the variables 
in the use of energy at your home from season to season 
and changes in energy costs make it difficult ta 
determine the impaet of a warm or cold season on your 
utility bill. 

February averaged 39 degrees Fahrenheit compared 
to a long-term average of 30.2 degrees and was about 12 
degrees higher than Februarv 1982. The high was 75 on 


the 22nd. and the low was 10 on the 4th. Two daily high | 


temperatures broke long-term records on the 20th and | 


22nd. Fifteen days had low temperatures less than 32. 


Not only was February warmer than average, but it | 


also was drier. Precipitation amounted to .92 inches” 


compared to a normal of 2.06 inches. The snow of winter 
came to Terre Haute with the accumulation of 1-2 
inches on the 2nd and 3rd of February. Another snow 
flurry developed on the a 
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snow. Many students have gone south for spring 
Indiana State University quadrangle was empty break. 
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for area fruit growers, nurseries 


By ROB SHAW 
Staff Writer 

Return to wintry weather could spell trouble for area 
fruit growers who have seen buds on their trees develop 
more than a month ahead of normal. 

The little amount of snow and cold weather today may 
not have caused that many problems for area drivers, but 
it could virtually crush plant life. said Max Miller, Vigo 
County extension agent. 

"Anything that is early developing like lilac, crab 
apple ... those will all be damaged," Miller said today. 
"How much damage is unknown." 

“Тп the area of fruits, the same is true,” Miller said “If 
you've got buds developing and little flowers coming on, 
then precedence tells us there's gonna be damage." 

The full extent of just how much damage the cold snap 
will mean for area growers won't be known until warm 
weather returns and plant life gets a chance to possibly 
begin more development, Miller said. 

"The warm spell we had during the last part of 
February was at least a month too soon. Normally we 


_ don't like to see that until late March or early April," 


Miller said. 

If that warm weather would have continued, buds on 
apple trees would have bloomed in just two more weeks, 
said Elmer May, a Farmersburg resident who has an 
apple orchard. Blooming ordinarily occurs around the 
first of May. 

"Apple buds are swollen and advanced," May said. 
“But they're not to the point that these temperatures are 
going to hurt them too much." 

If May would be a grower of peaches, then he might be 
in a little bit more trouble. Peach buds are much more 
susceptible to cold than are apple buds. 

“If it doesn't get any colder than this, I think they'll be 
all right," said the wife of one rural Terre Haute man 
who has grown peaches his entire life. “I know they're 


(buds) far along." 

The light blanketing of snow which fell late Wednesday 
and early today is actually good news for plants, one 
grower pointed out, because snow acts as insulation and 
keeps a portion of the cold out. 

That same snowfall was not good news, however, for 
state, county and city law enforcement agencies who 
were kept busy handling dozens of minor ‘‘fender- 
bender” accidents on area roads covered with patches of 
ice. ! 
Although most roads in the Wabash Valley were only 
wet, police reported scattered slick spots on all thorough- 
fares, with bridges being the worst. қ 

City police alone handled a dozen minor accidents іп а 
2¥2-hour period early today. No injuries were reported. 

An Indiana State Police spokesman said that “а rash. 
of accidents" had been reported to the local post since the 
snow began falling Wednesday. Two involved minor 
injuries. 

The light snow was expected to end late today with 
about an inch of additional accumulation, said John 
Kottke, agriculture meteorologist with the Nationa 
Weather Service at Purdue University. м 

Snow that has fallen has not had the chance to 
accumulate on the ground because of the abnormal 
warmth of the soil, Kottke said. Most snow has been 
melting a short time after it has fallen. 

Lows tonight will be down near 20 degrees, with highs 
Friday expected to be in the mid 30s under partly sunny 
skies. ” | 

Lows Friday night under clear skies could be critical 
for fruit growers, as the mercury could dip into the upper 
teens. "Tomorrow night will be the greatest threat,” 
Kottke said. 


A gradual warmup is forecast for the period Saturday | 
through Tuesday. Temeratures Saturday should be in the. 


40s, in the 50s Sunday and in (һе 60s Monday. = 
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snow welcome 
spring's debut 


By ROB SHAW 
Staff Writer 

Falling temperatures, gusty 
northwest winds and some snowfall 
helped to make the first full day of 
spring seem more like the middle of 
winter. 

“Winter had to have a last word," 
said John Kottke, agriculture 
meteorologist with the National 
Weather Service at Purdue Univer- 
sity. 

Wabash Valley residents were 
lucky when it came to snowfall totals, 
however. A stretch of northern Indi- 
ana received four to eight inches of 


; the white stuff, with West Lafayette 


getting five inches, Kottke said. 

А traveler's advisory was in effect 
this morning for northern Indiana 
because of the snowfall and blowing 
and drifting snow. 

“They (the winds) should kick up 
there between 15 and 25 miles per 


. hour out of the northwest — possibly 
. even stronger," Kottke said. 


Those brisk northwesterly winds 


` will bring even colder air down from 


Canada, Kottke pointed out, as tem- 
peratures were expected to fall 
throughout the day. 

A chance of light snow or snow 
flurries existed across Indiana today, 
but that chance should cease tonight. 
Lows will be in the lower 20s under 
still-cloudy skies. 


m 


Clouds will remain over the area 
Tuesday as temperatures will strug- 
gle to reach 30 degrees. Tuesday night 
will be the real chiller as skies clear 
out and allow the mercury to plum- 
met into the upper teens. 

Those low readings are more bad 
news for area fruit growers, who saw 
a portion of their crop destroyed by 
cold weather last week. 

“I think that would probably wipe 
them out,” William Farr, Route 31, 
said of his 500 peach trees. “ІСІ 
probably start to even bother some of 
the apples.” 

Temperatures during the latter 
stages of winter have ranged well 
above normal, with highs surging into 
the 60s and 70s on some days. That 
record warmth allowed the budding 
process to jump ahead of normal. 

Farr said today his peach trees are 
“just about ready to show pink" — 
something they normally don’t do 
until the second week in April. 

“It’s getting to be a losing battle,” 
Farr said of his effort to keep a good 
peach crop. ‘‘The weather has 
changed so much in past years. We 
didn’t used to have this problem." 

Last year, a record cold wave 
during January ended practically all 
of Farr's hopes for a 1982 peach crop. 
The peaches that did survive the 
bitter-cold of January were killed in 
April when another cold spell hit. 
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3 days long 
by snowfall 


By BENJAMIN MOULTON 
Climatic Station 
Indiana State University 
The winter of 1982-83 arrived late, 
specifically in March, if one uses the 
criteria of snow deposition as essen- 
tial to a winter. If such is the case, we 
have had a winter three days long. On 
the 8th and 9th, an inch or two of snow 
and on the 20th another inch or two 
fell. This kind of winter might be 
expected about four times a century. 


If March provided our winter, it 
also change some other records. High 
temperatures on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
exceeded past records by several 
degrees. When the temperature on 
the 4th rose to 80 degrees Fahrenheit, 
it broke the record by nine degrees 
for that date. The 80-degree reading 
also was the highest temperature of 
March 1983, and the lowest was on the 
23rd when the thermometer read 22 
degrees. Only four days averaged less 
than 32 degrees. 


Energy measured by the statistics 
just given resulted in 623.5 heating 
degree days. That again represents a 
continuation of the mild winter condi- 
tions. This winter will end with ap- 
proximately 60 percent of the normal 
number of heating degree days. 


March is normally the season's 
beginning of tornadoes. Our windy 
period came from the 19th to 26th. 
Our instruments recorded wind veloc- 
ities in the middle 30s range. An 
earlier but shorter period from the 
4th to the 9th had similar gusts of 
wind. 


While Terre Hauteans were pro- 
claiming or condeming the values of 
ihe mild winter, stations to the east, 
South and west had near-normal 
snowfall and winter conditions. Some 
years ago, Evansville experieced 8 
inches of snow on a single day in 
April. If we go by our present record, 
it would appear that winter is essen- 
tially over. ` 


With the mildness of March and 
with sufficient moisture, 3.31 inches 
(normal is 3.94), we now know the 
promise of summer with spring 

| flowers and swelling buds on trees. 
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Area fruit c 


tonight, if temperatures fall into 20s 


By ROB SHAW 
Tribune- Star Staff Writer 


Area frait growers will. be keeping a close watch on the 
thermometer tonight as low temperatures are expected to 
plunge into the 20s, further endangering, in some cases, 
already jeopardized crops. 

Peach growers have the most to fear from tonight's 
forecasted 25-degree low. If skies clear out earlier than 
expected, that reading could dip a few more degrees, and 
the peaches — some of which are in full bloom — could be 
devastated. | 

“Fruit growers should really be concerned tonight, as 
well as anyone who has vegetables out yet," said Jim 
McIntyre, agriculture meteorologist with the National 
Weather Service at Purdue University. 

William Farr, Route 31, said today that some of his 20 
varieties of peaches are in full bloom, while others are on 
the verge of blooming. 

“Тһе weather now is right on the borderline of damaging 
them,” Farr said. ‘‘Twenty-five degrees is definitely low 
enough to kill a certain percentage of them." 

Peaches that have bloomed ahead of schedule sustained 
damage from a pre-Easter cold spell that brought light 
snow and temperatures in the lower 20s across Indiana, he 
“said, 

Friday night’s frost might have done some damage to 
area vegetation, but it’s a little too early to tell, Max 
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Miller, Vigo County extension agent, said today. 
Miller said cold temperatures will “burn” plant life — 


freezing the cells in the plant's tissues and damaging those . 


cells. enough..to kill them: Тһе. bud takes on a burned 
appearance. 

Apple growers eeu as much much to worry about, 
however. 

Elmer May, Farmersburg, who has 40 acres of apple 
trees, said a low of 25 degrees is “getting a little close, but 
I don't think it will do much damage.” 

May said the buds on his trees are still in a tight cluster 
and shouldn’t open until possibly the last week of April — 
a little ahead of schedule. 

“It’s going to take several days of real nice weather to 
break them open,” May said. ‘‘But if this cool spell holds 
on, the early advance is going to be slowed down to where 
it mightget back to normal." 

The cool spell — or cold spell — shouldn't stick around 
too long, McIntyre said, as temperatures will be on the rise 
throughout the week. 

Highs today were expected to lift into the upper 30s, but 
on Tuesday the mercury will surge to near 50 degrees 
under partly sunny skies. The remainder of the week 
should be fair and mild, with highs in the upper 50s to low 
60s, and lows in the mid 30s. 

The average daytime high in the Terre Haute area for 
mid April is 68 degrees, while lows average in the upper 
40s.  . 
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Winds topple cht church steeple here 
as rain swollen Wabash threatens 


By JAN CHAIT 
Tribune-Star Staff Writer 

“Here’s the church. Where's the 
Steeple?" members of the First 
Assembly of God Church, 2929 N. 7th 
St., might have said this morning. 
The building lost its steepte last 
night when high winds swept 
through the area. 

— & church employee said members 

were ''busy trying to clean the mess 
up" at the building, which opened 
about six months ago. The amount 
of damage is undetermined. 

The weatherman says there'll be 
some sun today although there is a 
chance of thundershowers this af- 
ternoon and tonight. Highs are ex- 
pected to be in the mid-70s, with 
lows in the upper 40s to low 50s. 


“Tt looks like we'll see quite a bit 
of sun today,” John Kottke, agricul- 
tural meteorologist for the National 
Weather Service in West Lafayette, 
said. 

But despite the promise of some 
sun, the rain is causing the Wabash 
River to rise. In Terre Haute, the 
river is 1.2 feet above flood stage 
and rising. 

The National Weather Service in 
Indianapolis has issued a flood 
warning for the river which is ex- 
pected to crest at 7 to 8 feet above 
flood stage. 

Law enforcement officials said 
the flooding may affect county and 
state highways and farmland. 

The warning was issued for Tip- 
pecanoe, Warren, Fountain, Ver- 


mete АТТ 


million and Parke counties, а 
Sheriff’s department spokesman 
said. 

Gil Leonard, Vigo County Civil 
Defense director, said no storm- 
related damage had been reported 
to his office. “If there was апу, it 
was minor, of no consequence,”’ [he 
said. 

Kottke said 19% inch hail was 
reported three miles north of Terre 
Haute and % inch hail was reported 
four miles south of town about 5 
p.m. Sunday. 

“Тһеге were heavy storms but no 
wind damage," Kottke said. _ 

The wet ground isn’t doing the 
farmers any good, Kottke said. 

Tuesday is expected to be mostly 
cloudy with a chance of showers. 
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The most-prominent event in 
the climatic record of April 1983 
was a seven-day cold spell which 
began Thursday, April 14, and 
lasted through Wednesday, April 
20. 
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Precipitation, on the other 

hand, was very close to normal. 

Total precipitation in April was 

3.96 inches compared with a long- 

term average of 3.78. Almost a 

% third of this year's April pre- 
cipitation was recorded on 

с s Wednesday, April 13, upon which 

j 1.2 inches of rain fell. 
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бт On April 14, another 0.45 inches 
S sj fell in Terre Haute, making an 
w л 
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9 : accumulated total to that date of a > 
2 - 3.4. After the 14th, two weeks normal month for precipitation, bring May's flowers if April 
. .J lapsed without receiving any pre- 85 percent of the total precipita- 1983's cold snap was not too cold | 
~ “cipitation until the 28th and 30th tion was received during the first to allow plants to develop. April 
= when 0.56 inches were recorded. half of the month. - 1983 had 60 growing-degree days 
Although April 1983 was a very In short, April's showers could less than April 1982. 


Despite qum. 


WW eezth 


in May was ' 


By Ted Айор and Wiiliam A. 


Gustin 
ISU Climatic Station 


May 1983 found some Terre Hau- 
teans wondering where spring had 
gone and others estimating the 
feasibility of building an ark. 

However, it appears that fears of 
a “year without a summer” or of a 
year of the ‘‘great flood" are 
groundless, at least for now. In 
terms of temperature and precipita- 
tion, May 1983 was not a particular- 
ly abnormal month. 

Although May 1983 felt much 
cooler than past months of May, the 
average temperature (60.2 degrees 
F.) was a mere 2.7 degrees cooler 
than the long-term average tem- 
perature for May (62.9 degrees). If 
May felt particularly cool, perhaps 
it was because May 1982 ex- 
perienced an average monthly tem- 
perature of 71.6 degrees which was 
8.7 above the long-term average for 
the month of May and 11.4 warmer 
than this May. 

Most noteworthy was the cool 
spell that began Thursday, May 26, 
and continued through through 
Tuesday, May 30. Usually, the 
month of May experiences four or 
five days with average tem- 
peratures greater than 70 degrees. 
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May 1983 had none. 

Basically, this means that little 
energy was consumed in cooling 
homes and businesses. 

The amount of heat energy (grow- 
ing degree days) necessary for 
growth and maturation of crops was 
14 percent lower last month than the 


long-range average growing degree | 


days and only 62 percent that of the 
May 1982 growing degree days. 

In terms of precipitation, the May 
1983 total of 4.54 inches was 0.56 
inches abouve the long-range nor- 
mal for May. Although 36 percent of 
last month's total precipitation fell 
on the first three days of the month, 
rainfall occurred on 16 of the 31 days 
in May which contributed to the 


feeling that May 1983 was a particu- | 


larly wet month. 

The weather always provides a 
set of what can be described as 
“unusual phenomena.” Despite the 


local events of wind gusts on May 1 | 


greater than 50 miles per hour, 
scattered frosts on May 9 in many 
parts of Indiana and Illinois, and а 


. Significant dust storm on Мау 29 


which caused hazy afternoon skies 
throughout much of the area, the big 
unusual weather news came from 
Utah and Nevada. 3 
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everyone 
something 


By Ted Alsop and William 
Gustin 


' ISU Climatic Station 


June weather offered something 
for just about everyone. For those 
who thought the month started out 
too wet, the community saw a 19- 
day dry period (June 7-25) during 
which only 0.25 inch of precipita- 
tion was recorded at the Climatic 
Station at Indiana State University. 

For those who grew tired of the 
mini-dry spell, relief could be 
sought in the Paris, Ill., area the 
evening of June 28. (That is if one 
could navigate the streams that 
used to be roads.) There were 
reports of more than 5 inches of 
rain in Paris in a little more than 
two hours. 

In terms of June temperatures, 
the high for the month was re- 
corded on the 25th when the tem- 
perature topped out at 94 degrees. 
The low temperature for was re- 
corded June 1 — 46 degrees. Even 
though the range in is quite large, 
no climatic records were set in the 
immediate Terre Haute area. 

How typical was the weather of 
June when compared to June 
climatic records of the past? This 
year was not-at-all-unusual June 
weather for Terre Haute. Com- 
pared to the relatively cool May, 
June felt hot, but it was only 1.4 
degrees warmer than the long- 
range average temperature. Total 
precipitation amounted to 4.32 in- 
ches at the Climatic Center. 

That amount is only a quarter of 
an inch more than that of the long- 
range average precipitation for 
June. Perhaps the most impressive 
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fact about June's precipitation was 
its distribution. Thirty-one percent 


of the total precipitation fell on 
June 29, when 1.32 inches were 


received. Further, 84 percent (3.65 
inches) of the month's total pre- 
cipitation was received on four. 
days — June 2, 5, 6 and 29. 


The highest wind gust occurred 
on June 26 when a 36 mile per hour 
gust was sensed at the station. 
Hazy skies made frequent ap- 
pearances in June along with rela- 
tively high humidity and warm 
temperatures all of which indicate 
that summer has arrived in the | 


Midwest. | 
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By Rob Shaw 


Tribune-Star Staff Reporter - 


Wabash Valley residents can look 
forward to a break from the 100- 
degree heat early next week — that 
is, if one considers temperatures in 
the mid and lower 90s a break from 
what has been around for more than 
a week. 

The mercury inched above the 
100-degree mark again Friday and is 
expected to flirt with the triple-digit 
mark again today, John Kottke, 
agricultural meteorologist with the 
National Weather Service at Purdue 
University, said. 

The extreme levels of heat and 
humidity have caused nothing but 
problems for area residents this 
week. 

In the past two days, three per- 
sons have been treated at Regional 
Hospital for heat exhaustion, the 
nursing supervisor said. One of the 
three was released and the other 
two remain in satisfactory condi- 
tion. 

Earl Selvia, 51, Dillman Street, 
remained in critical condition Fri- 
day in Regional after being ad- 
mitted Tuesday evening, the victim 
of heat stroke. Selvia’s body tem- 
perature reached 110 degrees Tues- 
day. 
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Heat break in sight 
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stroke occurs when a 
person’s body temperature sky- 
rockets — as did Selvia’s. Brain and 
other organ damage can occuf, a 
Regional Hospital official said. 
Heat exhaustion results when a per- 
son lacks enough salt and fluids and 
feels faint, he added. 


Officials at Public Service Indi- 
ana said the effects of the uncom- 
fortable weather helped push the 
utility to a new peak load Thursday 
between 1 and 2 p.m. of 3,732 mega- 
watts. The previous record load of 
3,707 megawatts was July 13, 1981. 

Another local utility, Indiana- 
American Water Co., is not ex- 
periencing any problems with the 
increased demand caused by the 
heat wave. 

“It seems people held off for a 
while, but 10 days ago demand went 
up quite a bit," Randy Edgemon, 
superintendent of production, said 
Friday. “We were glad to see it — 
we were beginning to wonder if 
people were going to use water this 
summer." 

Edgemon said the utility was 
averaging 10 million gallons of wa- 
ter a day in service to Terre Haute 
customers, but that it could easily 
handle output of 16 million gallons 
per day. 

Today's chance of precipitation is 
a little better, — 40 to 50 percent, 
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Rain 


brings relief 


Ву Jan Chait 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 

Almost an inch of rain fell on the 
city within 45 minutes Saturday 
afternoon, bringing some relief 
from the heat and humidity of re- 
cent days. 

The official rainfall was 0.94 inch 
and, in addition to wetting the sod, 
it kept Public Service Indiana re- 
pairmen, firefighters and police of- 
ficers hopping. 

Scattered power outages ос- 
curred throughout PSI's service 
area, one employee said. As of 10 
p.m. Saturday, power was restored 
in all areas except for a spot west of 
West Terre Haute and north of 
Seelyville and East Glenn. 


The employee said that power 
should һауе been restored to those 
areas by midnight. 


Shoppers and employees in Meis 
Department Store downtown were 
startled to see firefighters dressed 
in full gear pour into the store in the 
middle of the downpour, looking for 


a fire. 

Lightning had apparently set off 
the store's silent fire alarm. 

And that wasn't the only case. 
Albert Wilson, assistant fire chief, 
said firefighters also found similar 
situations at 851 Swan St., Union 
Hospital — twice — and 1305 Third 
Ave. In addition, lightning hit a 
transformer at 1600 Third Ave. 

Also during the rain, fire depart- 
ment employees assisted an am- 
bulance at 412 Poplar St. and at 
Third Street and Washington Ave- 
nue, fought a house fire at 2228 
Tippecanoe St., a trash fire at 
Brown and Wabash avenues, and 
went to 714 М. 13% St. when a ceiling 
light fixture began to smolder. 

On the police side, the stormy 
weather caused silent burglar 
alarms all over the city to go off and 
ripped branches from trees. 

One tree fell, on U.S. 40 east of 
the Stone Lodge Motel in West Terre 
Haute, state police said. 

Police also reported some minor 
accidents, including one which 
blocked traffic on Interstate 70 for a 
short time.. 
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When will the hot summer of 1983 

end? Will the autumn of 1983 be 
warmer than average, long-term 
autumn temperatures? Only time 
will tell. 

Meanwhile, some climatological 
questions are presently answerable. 
In particular, how warm was Aug. 
1983? Further, how warm was the 
summer of 1983? 

Indiana State University's 
climatic station recorded 
temperatures averaging 78.7 degrees 
during Aug. 1983. This average 
temperature was 5 degrees warmer 
than the long-term average 
temperature for August in Terre 
Haute, which is 73.7 degrees. 

Although no high or low 
temperature records were set, Aug. 
1983 was the eighth hottest August on 
record. 

In terms of precipitation, ISU's 
climatic station recorded 1.96 inches 
in Aug. 1983. Although this value is 
only 1.16 inches less than the long- 
term average August precipitation 
of 3.12 inches, 1.26 inches was 
recorded on one day, Aug. 17. 

In fact, 61 percent of the total 
August precipitation fell on that day 
as a result of a mid-day 
thunderstorm that lasted less than 
half an hour. 

Measurable precipitation fell on 
only three days of the month, Aug. 
17, 27 and 30, leaving the remainder 
of the month very dry. Aug. 1983 was 
indeed an abnormally hot and dry 
August. 

Considering the summer months 
of June, July and August, the 
summer of 1983 was the ninth hottest 
summer on record in Terre Haute. 
The average temperature for this 


, summer was 77.5 degrees, which is 


almost 4 degrees warmer than the 


. long-term average. The last summer 


warmer than this was in 1943. 
The hottest summer on record was 


“іп 1936, which averaged 80.7 degrees. - 
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Perhaps the most striking observa- 
tion that can be made about the 
summer of 1983 is that the daily high 
temperature reached 90 degrees or 
more on 49 occasions, the greatest 
frequency Ta the record-breaking 


summer, of 1 
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Few problems ‘ftom 


By CHARLES J. MALOOF 
Staff Writer 

Winter’s cold reality returned 
briefly to the Wabash Valley over- 
night, but its light snowfall caused 
little or no problems for area 
residents. 

Although a traveler’s advisory 
was issued and it was predicted up 
to four inches of snow could ac- 
cumulate, only a trace fell in most 
of the state, according to John 
Kottke, agriculture meteorologist 
with the National Weather Service 
at Purdue University. 

“There was a light coating of 
snow everywhere except South 


Bend, which had about two in- 
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сһев,” said Kottke, who explained 
a "trace" means less than a 0.1 
inch. “But, clear skies апа 
warmer temperatures today 
should help the situation." 
Kottke said the snow was caused 
by a low-pressure trough that 
moved across the Great Lakes and 
was enforced by cold high-pres- 
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first snow 


sure from the west. “Мові of the 
snow was caused by the lakes' 
effect," he said. “There were sig- 
nificant amounts around the lakes 
area, especially northern Michi- 
gan." 

Rain that preceded the snow 
froze when the system produced 
northwest winds and brought in 
colder air. A thin glaze of ice 
developed before being covered by 
the flurries and caused some 
travel problems, especially on sec- 
ondary roads. 

Terre Haute Police Department 
reports indicate four hit-and-run 
accidents occurred overnight. Ve- 
hicles suffered from $200 to $1,000 
in damage, but no personal in- 
juries were reported. The inci- 
dents took place at 21st and Liber- 
ty, 12th Street and Barbour Ave- 
nue, Oak and Sixth streets and 
Seventh and Linden streets. 

Kottke said another storm sys- 
tem from the northwest would 
move into the state by Friday. 


4 


ЕЕ бло) 


September follows 


Affairs File, 


páttérh of norm 


By Dr. Ted Alsop апа 
William Gustin 
Climatic station, ISU 


September is usually thought of as 
being a month of climatic transition. 
It is a time of year in which the 
summer season is all but over and 
the winter season is approaching. 
Many are discomforted because 
there is no smooth and steady 
transition from the warm season to 
the cold season. 

September 1983 was no exception. 
In terms of temperature, it was a 
fairly “normal” September. The 
Climatic Station at Indiana State 
University recorded а high 
temperature of 95 degrees on the 9th 
and 10th of the month to a low 
temperature of 38 degrees on the 
22nd and 23rd. 

The record high temperature on 
the 10th day of September was tied 
at this station and many places 
around the area experienced record 
low temperatures during the period 
from the 21st through the 23rd. The 
average temperature for the month 

was 68.4 degrees (1.1 degrees above 
‘normal for September). In spite of 
the wide swings of temperature. 
September 1983 was only slightly 
warmer than past Septembers in 
Terre Haute. 
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Precipitation was another story. 
Total accumulation of precipitation 
continued to be bleak as the drought 
of 1983 continued. This station re- 
corded a mere 1.25 inches of rainfall 
last month which represents 41 
percent of the long-term average 
precipitation (3.01 inches) for 
September. Making things worse, 
measureable precipitation was re- 
corded on only five days and 70 
percent of this month's total. 
precipitation fell on one day, the 
20th, when 0.88 inches of precipita- 
tion was recorded at the Climatic. 
Station. 


Although there have been many 
drier Septembers, September 1983 
was a relatively dry month when 
compared to the long-term 
September records. This dryness, 
coupled with September's warmth, 
caused widespread crop failure- 
throughout the region. 


In terms of other climatic” 
phenomena, the event that is most 
noteworthy is the frost that occurred 


‘on Sept. 2. It was the first major: 


frost of the cool season and can be 


;considered an early frost for any- 


year. Normally, the first frost in the 
Terre Haute area occurs between 


- 


ттин иф у 


Metro 


By Rob Shaw 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Although it may have been a 
couple days late for Halloween, the 


frost was definitely on the pumpkin - 


early today as temperatures plum- 
meted to their lowest point this fall. 


The mercury had been expected to. 
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Wabash * fall ey blanketed ш 


fall into the mid 20s under crystal- 
clear skies, and then struggle to 
make it up into the lower 50s for 
highs today. 

The first real cold wave of the 
season may have come as bad news 
to Wabash Valley residents, who had 


to dig out ice scrapers from auto ` 


trunks and also wonder if the old 


buggy had enough anti-freeze in it to | 


е 


start. 
But actually, according to Аы» 
McIntyre, agriculture meteorologist 


with the National Weather Service at - 


Purdue University, folks around the 
state have had no weather to gripe 
about. i 

McIntyre pointed out that 
temperatures have been as much as 


_20 degrees above normal at times the 


Vigo Count 
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past week with highs nearing the 80- 


degree. mark. Average: H highs for, 
early November for the Terre aute | 
area are in the upper , While | 


average lows are in the upper 30s. 

More of the same — above-normal 
temperatures — lies ahead after the 
current cold spell moves out, McIn- 


meteorologist sa 


This weekend's mild arctic in- 


vasion shouldn't cause too many 
problems for area resid nts, McIn- 
tyre said, othereth 

some people may Бе ; 
fortable. | dini seal 


“There may sti 


consequence to corn and beans, 
although it could slow down the 
drying-out of wet fields,” he pointed 
out. McIntyre added that any house 
plants still out in the cold should be 
brought inside if they are to SUPE 
the crunch. 
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By Dr. Ted Alsop 
William Gustin 
ISU Climatic Station 
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October 1983 was the first month 

in quite some time that could be 
` referred to as “wet.” 

Often the wet and rainy months 
have average temperatures cooler 
than normal and this October was по 
exception. The daily average 


temperature for October 1983 was 


wi F ile 


er first wet mo 


54.8 degrees, which was 0.9 degrees 
below normal.. 

It was the high and low 
temperatures, however, that proved 
the most interesting. The average 
daily high was 67.8 degrees (5.1 
degrees below normal) and the 
average daily low was 46.6 degrees 
(3.3 degrees above normal). 
` Why were the daily highs cooler 
and the daily lows warmer than 
normal? The presence of persistent 
cloud cover kept the davtime 
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temperatures cooler. than normal 
and the nighttime temperatures 
warmer than normal. Persistent 
cloud cover moderates daily 
temperature extremes by blocking 
out some of the warming effects of 
the sun’s rays during the daytime, 
causing afternoon temperatures to 
be lower than on cloudless days. At 
night, a cloud cover tends to hold in 
terrestrial heat, making higher than 
normal early morning temperatures. 

The event that people usually 
associate with cloudiness is 
precipitation and Terre Haute had 
plenty of it in October of this year. 
This station recorded 4.80 inches of 
precipitation, which fell on 16 of the 
31 days of October. The heaviest 
amount of rain for a 24-hour period 
was recorded on the 20th, when 1.55 
inches fell. October seemed to 
change from recent months due to 
the fact that almost all of the 
monthly precipitation fell on one or 
two days in the previous months. 
October, however, changed that 
trend so much that undoubtedly 
some people secretly wished for a 
return to the old pattern. 

Unfortunately for some people 
across southern Indiana, this deluge 
of rainfall was too much to absorb at 
one time causing flooding in many 
агеав.. Throughout the state, one 
could best describe the weather of 
October 1983 as ‘‘damp.’’ The state 
of Indiana hasn’t forgotten how to 
end a drought. 
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By The Associated Press 


Locally-heavy rain of 1 to 3 inches 
fell in southern Indiana Sunday, as 
rain was reported across the Hoosier 
state. Vigo County received 1.5 
inches of rain since 8 a.m. Sunday. 

Heavy rain produced some flood- 


ing of low lying areas in south- . 


central Indiana. 

The National Weather Service 
"reported 3.5 inches of rain fell at 
Farmersburg in Sullivan County, 2.1 
inches fell at Linden and 1.36/inohes, 


at Evansville. Amounts were lighter 


farther north in the state, with” 


Indianapolis reporting nearly a half 
inch and South Bend and Fort Wayne 
reporting less than .02 of an inch. 

Most of the heavy rain was 
expected to spread north across the 
state Sunday night. 

An amateur radio operator re- 
ported that water was flowing onto 
Indiana 43 in Greene County near 
Richland Creek, and motorists were 
advised to drive carefully. Standing 
water was also reported on Indiana 
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1 drench area counties 


67 in Greene County, south of Marco. 

А low-pressure system over Mis- 
souri heading north brought the 
inclement weather. Rain is expected 
to taper off today, with colder air 
moving in. 

The extended forecast calls for 
mostly cloudy weather Wednesday, 
becoming fair Thursday with a 
chance of light snow or rain Friday. 
. Lows are expected to be in the 20s 

with highs ranging from the 30s іп 
- north and central parts of the state 
‘to around 40 in the south. 
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By Dr. Ted J. Alsop Т 


: Climatic Station 


Indiana State University me 


November, 1983 was both 
warmer and wetter than the long- 
term average November. In terms 
of temperature, the highest degree 
reading was 68 degrees which 
occurred on Nov. 1, while the 
lowest temperature occurred on 
Nov. 30 (26 degrees). This is so 
typical of November 
temperatures. 

Generally, the month of Nov- 
ember is a, highly transitional 


_ month. November, 1983 was no 


exception ,as the difference 
between 
temperature (26) was 42 
fahrenheit degrees. The difference 
between (һе October 1983 high 
temperature 
temperature (49) was only 33 
fahrenheit degrees. 

Typically, the month of Nov- 
ember is the most thermally 
variable. month of the year. 
Average daily temperatures are 
often in the 60s at the beginning of 
the month (November 1983's was 


. 61 on fhe Ist) while dramatically 


dropping to the 30s by the end of 


' the month (November 1983's was 


30 on the 30th). November's large 
thermal range is rivaled only by 
that of a typical March. 


Further evidence for  Nov- 


` ember's large temperature range 


: This useful 


is rended by a climatic index 
referred to as heating degree days. 
climatic index is 
generaliy calculated by summing 


; the number of degrees per day that 
' the average temperature is below 
7 65. 


For instance, the daily average 
temperature tor Nov. 1, 1983 was 


:61, which represents a value of 


four heating degree days. The 


‘daily average temperature for 


Nov. 2 was 97, which represents to 


:a value of eight heating degree 


days. When the heating degree 


:days for the entire month are 


“summed, 


the total number of 


‘heating degree days renders an 


indication of the amount of heating 


high (68). and low- ` 


(82) and low $ 


id 
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ees" AVERAGE DAILY FOR THE MONTH 


57 LOW FOR THE MONTH 
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that generally must take place in 
order to provide supplementary 
heating in buildings and residences 
to achieve а 65-degree inside 
temperature every day of the 
month. 

Daily, heating degree days at 
the beginning of November 1983' 
were relatively small (4 HDD), 
while they were relatively large by 
the end of November (35 HDD). 
November 1983's accumulated 
daily total (610.5 HDD) is a mere 
18 HDD more than November 1982 
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PRECIPITATION IN. (CM) 
14 (35.6) 


12 (30.5) 


10 (25.4) 


i 


8 (20.3) 
6 (152) 
4 (10.2) 
2 (5.08) 


0 (00.0) 


(592.5 HDD) and a significant 72.4 
HDD less than that of the long- 
term November (682.9 HDD). 


Total precipitation for Nov- 
ember, 1983 (4.15 inches) is 1.13 
inches wetter than the long-term 
normal precipitation amounts for 
November (3.02 inches). Interest- 
ingly, 75 percent of the precipita- 
tion was received on only three 
days: Nov. 10, 23 and 27, which 
received 0.63, 0.90 and 1.58 inches 
respectively. 
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It was 50000 
cold ds 
that . oe 


Ву John Halladay 
Tribune- Ster Staff Reporter 


1883 


e The Clay County Courthouse closed at поси 
_¢ The room temperature inside the Vigo County 
‚Зап dropped to 54 degrees. ” 
ë Plants died in the Vigo County prosecutor s 
office. 
* Deputy Vigo County clerks worked in coats. 
* Natural-gas consumption in Terre Haute may 
have reached this year's peak. 
* A Public Service Indiana power line snapped. 
* Two city buses broke down. 
е Cars wouldn't start. 
* Mayor P. Pete Chalos said his office will refer 
calls from people not having enough heat. 
It was a day for insulated- boots. thermal 
underwear, wool scarves, stocking caps. 
That still didn't stop tingling ears. fingers and 
toes. 
"And Jack Frost is ы. lurking outside. ready te 
bite. | 
. Norma Murphy. head nurse at Terre Haute 
Regional Hospital emergency department. said | у 
the symptoms of frostbite are redness and pain іп“ 
the extremities. which then turn white and numb 
Get warm, don't drink alcohol. and seek medical 
attention if’ you suspect frostbite. she said. Ard. 
“the biggest thing is to prevent it, if possible" hv 
dressing warmly and avoiding exposure. 
The Feci County Courthouse closing сате at 
скот heat. kc 
hat caused that. but а spokesperson at th Ж” 
Brazil Police Department said the courthouse wil 
be open today. A f 
a In Vigo Cue heating FÉ "А in t t 4. 
. courthouse complex were caused when а damper m" 
stuck o n about 11:30 p.m. Sunday. Cold air came | 
? heating plant, freezing a condensing unit - 
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Tr andler, according to Bob. 3*2 Fc араға 
» county maintenance. — — 3 LU ii 


^. 


шогу | 


ӘЗ SHO LH $a 


^ 


Л} 


27у 


Weather ` 


LG. с. Т 
CommuniivAMairs File 


Winter ushered in on smorgasbord pattern 


© 22 


By Charles J. Maloof 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Old Man Winter's official ap- 
pearance today caused a few 
problems along the way, but assured 
most Hoosiers of a white Christmas 
Sunday. 

Winter was formally ushered in at 
4:30 a.m., following Wednesday's 
smorgasbord pattern of weather that 
caused mostly property damage and 
a few scattered accidents in the 
Wabash Valley area. 

Snow that began Wednesday even- 
ing should continue in both Indiana 
and Illinois until late this afternoon, 
according to National Weather 
Service meteorologist John Kottke. 
Sleet and freezing rain preceded the 
flakes, unveiling hazardous condi- 
tions to both drivers and pedestrians. 

Kottke said northern Indiana 
would receive about six inches of 
snow and the central area one-to- 
three inches. Southern Indiana’s 
accumulation would be less. 

"Our weather was caused by a 
strong low-pressure trough from 
northern Minnesota to the Louisiana 
coast that is pushing a cold front 
eastward,” Kottke said. ‘High 
pressure from north-central states 
will be moving in Thursday [today] 
and causing temperatures to drop all 
дау.” 

Не said there’s a good chance 
snow will be on the ground for 
Christmas, although the sun will 
make an appearance during the 
weekend. 

Wednesday’s freezing rain and 
sleet played havoc with overpasses 
and side roads, with main roads 
becoming more treacherous as 
temperatures dropped. 

Terre Haute Street Department 
crews began depositing salt and sand 


Winter wonderland: Motorists face snow, freezing rain, slick streets 


on main arteries, snow routes and 
secondary routes at 8:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Forrest Swan, street 
commissioner, said. ''We're using 
eight trucks and 16 men and will 
continue until Thursday morning," 
he said. 

A few utility poles in the com- 
munity sustained fire damage during 
the darkness hours, but William E. 
Price, Public Service Indiana 
manager, said he couldn't un- 
derstand why the problem de- 
veloped. 

"The temperature wasn't that 
cold. I should know more about it 
Thursday (today)," he said. 

АП Vermillion County roads were 
closed Wednesday evening. because 
they were slick and hazardous, the 
Sheriff's Department said. Traffic 
on Indiana 63 was reduced to one 
lane on each side of the road. 
Vermillion schools. which had been 


closed because of the precipitation, 
are closed today because of 
Christmas vacation. | 

Indiana State Police said In- 
terstate 70 was ice- and 5пом- 
covered, causing several vehicles to 
leave the road. 

A Vigo County Sheriff's Depart- 
ment spokesman said a personal- 
injury and several property-damage 
reports were received, but nothing 
serious had resulted from the mis- 
haps. 


Clay County Sheriff's Department 
said roads were open, but were in 
terrible shape. Sullivan County had 
a few property-damage crashes. 


Flights from Hulman Regional 
Airport were delayed about an hour 
Wednesday night to Chicago and 
about 30 minutes to Indianapolis, 
Dave Barcroft, station manager for 
Britt Airways, said. 
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By Donna Christenberry 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


"Tis the season to be freezin’. 

Bundle up today, because it's not likely to get much 
better. The coldest artic mass of the century is 
pressing down from the nort bringing an unwanted 
present from Canada, according4» the Federal Aviation 
Administration flight service ation at Hulman 
Regional Airport. 

The high temperature башты. at t гап Regional 
Airport was a minus 6 degrees at 1 a.mi ©Рһе mercury 
plunged steadily downhill to a minus 14734 9 a.m.. 
shattering the old record low of minus 9 degreés in 1969. 

Jack Frost tried to nip at noses, but both hospitals 
in Terre Haute reported no cases of frostbite. ‘‘People 
are staying in and using sense," said a source at Union. 

Winds blew at 15 miles per hour, gusting at times to 
28 miles per hour. 

A travelers’ advisory was issued overnight because 
of near-blizzard conditions existing in the northern one- 
third of the state. 

Today is predicted to be bitterly cold and windy, with 
some blowing snow. Highs are supposed to be a minus 


residents 


five degrees in the northern part of the state, and 10 
degrees in the southern part 

Nighttime temperatures should be much the same 
during a cloudy evening. 

Monday promises warmer temperatures, but don't 
rejoice yet. With the mercury edging to the teens in the 
north and the 20s in the south, a chance of snow is 
possible. 

The best advice area police gave was to stay off the 
roads if at all possible because of the slick conditions 
and the bone-numbing cold. 

State police and some area sheriff's departments 
were kept busy Saturday aiding stranded motorists. Gas 
line freeze, dead batteries, and cars refusing | to start 
created business for tow trucks. 

Side roads were reported slick and hazardous in many 
surrounding counties. А few motorists slid off roads. 

Officials in Vermillion County, on the edge of the 
snow line, reported several roads shut from blowing and 
drifting snow. State Road 63 was still open Saturday, 
but Interstate 74 at the north end of the county was 
closed. 

Clark and Edgar counties in Illinois also reported 
blowing and driftine snow 
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Frigid temps make for uncomfo rtable 


By Kathy Gurchiek 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


A year ago Sunday the 
temperature here was 65 degrees. 
Balmy weather compared to the 
record low Sunday of minus 12 
degrees. The aching cold caused 
power outages and bursting pipes in 
some areas. 

“It felt like it was raining inside,” 
said Goodie Shop Cafeteria manager 
Alice Hayes. 

The restaurant at 666 Ohio St. was 
dry when she left at 3 p.m. Sunday, 
but water flooded the cafeteria area 
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when she returned at 6 p.m. A frozen 
pipe had burst, damaging the carpet 
and filling the counter of hot food 
wells with water. 

The cafeteria will remain closed 
Monday while electricians work in 
the half of the building where power 
was off, said Hayes. About 20 
members of her family ate 
Christmas dinner there with the 
lights off. 

There was a power outage that 
same day in Woodridge Subdivsion 
where she lives, Hayes said. The 
power went off about 12:30 p.m. 
while she was fixing brunch. The 
blackout, part of the problem effect- 


1983 


ing Riley and Corey, continued about 
two hours, she said. 

About 941 people south of 
Margaret Avenue and in the Riley 
and Cora areas were without power 
for three hours Christmas when 
insulation broke on a line, said 
Public Service Indiana spokesman 
Gordon Ayer. 

The power outage occurred about 
2 p.m. with power on at 5 p.m., the 
area community services supervisor 
said. Frozen switches caused 
workers to focus repairs on the lines. 
Ayer said. 

A similar insulation breakdown at 
the Honey Creek substation 7:15 
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near Seventh Street 
Avenue, affecting 1,3: 
Ayre said. 

Power returned Bor К A 
customers at 11:30 p.m. Saturday 
and power at the Honey Creek 
Square mall returned at 12:25 m. 
he said. 

Salvation Army came 


rescue of a stranded motorist travel- 


ing through the area ag 2 . 


тап had.spent his 
on automotive | 


dor | his саға, Motel 
S. Third St. 

An 80-year-old woman whose 
home was unheated also lodged a! 
the motel through the generosity о! 
the Salvation Army. The organiza 
tion also provided food baskets anc 
blankets to 25 to 30 people, man: 
whom were elderly persons, anc 
provided two or three persons with 
fuel oil, said Major Tom. 

Travel advisories warning 
motorists not to travel. were 
cancelled Sunday, said an I jana 
State Police trooper in a telephone 
interview about 8 p.m. Sunday. 
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complicates lives 


By Staff and AP reports 


Despite temperatures that rose 


above zero, roads remained slick 
Monday night in Terre Haute and 
surrounding counties. county police 
in those areas said. And while travel 
on icy roads remained a challenge, 
broken water pipes in many homes 
caused additional problems. 

Indiana State Police said although 
all interstate highways in Indiana 
were open Monday, U.S. 41 and U.S. 
63 north of Terre Haute were still 
considered hazardous. 

Roads were passable and I-70 was 
in good condition, as was U.S. 41 
south of Terre Haute, a trooper said. 

Accidents reported Monday night 
included a three-car collision about 
half a mile west of the Wabash River 
Bridge, West Terre Haute, and a 
one-car accident in Parke County. 

Meanwhile, a Terre Haute water 
utility spokesman said water pipes 
have burst in about 200 city homes 
since Friday evening. 

Businesses experiencing problems 
included Wendy's, 229 S. Third St.: 
Poly Mar Plastics Co. Inc., 3619 N. 
Fruitridge Ave.; and Red Lobster at 
Honey Creek Square, according to 
Jack Braden, commercial depart- 
ment supervisor at Indiana 
American Wabash Valley District. 
formerly known as Terre Haute 
Water Works. Repairs have been 
made at all three, with Wendy's and 
Red Lobster open for business. 

Crews have been working night 


and day since Friday evening. 


Braden said. Warming temperatures 
could compound problems by caus- 
ing frozen water in water lines to 
expand and burst the pipes, he said. 

In the southern part of the state, 
the Knox County courthouse іп 
Vincennes will be closed today as the 
result of a bursted water pipe which 


of weather-weary 


drenched the southern half of the 
building over the weekend. 

Deputy Prosecutor Gary Brock 
discovered the problem at 10 a.m. 
Monday when he entered the nearly 
empty courthouse to do some work. 

“The back stairway looked like 
Niagara Falls when we got there," 
said a source at the Vincennes City 
Fire Department. The fire depart- 
ment helped shut off the water. The 
city department, the Vincennes 
Volunteer Township Department and 
the Palmar Volunteer Fire Depart- 
ment all assisted in cleanup. 

A broken one-inch line above the 
fourth floor had leaked enough to 
pool four to eight inches of water in 
the basement. 


Meanwhile, meteorologists had 


good and bad news Monday for 
Hoosiers. It was warming up enough 
to take off at least one layer of long 
johns, but more snow and sleet was 
on the way. 


Meanwhile Monday in Іп- 
dianapolis, phones were ringing off 
the hook at the Indiana State Police 
operations post with callers asking 
for road conditions and at the 
Project SAFE main office with 
needy Hoosiers asking for financial 
help in getting their heat restored. 

Jean C. Merritt, director of the 
Department of Aging and Communi- 
ty Services which administers Pro- 


ject SAFE funds to reconnect heat to 
needy Hoosiers, said Monday she- 
and a skeleton crew were working | 


over the holiday to РЕШЕ to | 
ders | 


restore heat quickly to househo 
unable to pay their bills. 

At least three people have died 
from the recent severe cold, and an 
Indianapolis woman's death 
probably was weather-related. | 

The body of Priscilla Bandy. 62. 
was found in her apartment Saturday 
night, Indianapolis police said. · 
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